
* * * 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

October 27, 29, November 3, 5, 12, 17, 19, December 1, 1997 

 

The meeting was televised by Amherst Community Television and shown on the Government Channel 
20. 
 
The Special Town Meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Harrison Gregg at 7:40 p.m.   There 
were 244 Town Meeting Members.  171 checked in and a quorum was declared.  The call and return of 
the meeting were read by Town Clerk, Cornelia D. Como.  Fred Hartwell, Nathan Salwen, Arthur 
Keene, Josette Henschel, Mary Custard, James Scott and Isabelle Callahan, Hilda Greenbaum and Ann 
Grose were sworn as tellers. 

 

ARTICLE 1.  Reports of Boards and Committees 

Voted unanimously that  the Town hear only those reports of Town officers, the Finance Committee, and 
any other Town boards or committees which are not available in written form. 
Action taken on 10/27/1997. 
 

ARTICLE 2.  Town Bylaw - Rules of Order for Town Meeting - Rule 3 

DEFEATED.  (Motion to limit . . . Moderator shall call for and recognize no more that 6 speakers alternating speaking in 

favor . . . opposed. . . . limited to 2 minutes without extension.) 
Action taken on 10/27/1997. 
 

ARTICLE 3.  Town Bylaw - Rules of Order for Town Meeting - Rule 4 

Voted that the Town amend Article 1, Rule 4, of the Town Bylaws by substituting for Rule 4 the 
following: 
 

4. Following a motion under any article, the Moderator shall first recognize the proponent thereof to 
speak for up to five (5) minutes in favor of the motion, or with leave of Town Meeting, for 
additional time.  Thereafter, and in the absence of leave of Town Meeting granting additional 
time, each subsequent speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.  No person shall speak more 
than twice on the same subject, without leave of the meeting, except to raise a point of order or to 
answer a question. 

Action taken of 10/27/1997. 
 

ARTICLE 4.  Town Bylaw - Rules of Order for Town Meeting - Rule 6 

DEFEATED.  YES 71,  NO 84.  (As the ayes and noes are called on a standing vote, each voting member shall rise and 

surrender to the teller for later public inspection a card bearing the member’s name . . . .) 
Action taken on 10/27/1997. 

* * * 
10:10 p.m.  The meeting voted to adjourn to Wednesday, October 29, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Auditorium .of the Amherst Regional Middle School.  192 town meeting members were checked in. 

* * * 

The adjourned session of October 29, 1997 was called to order by the moderator at 7:30 p.m.  131 town 
meeting members were checked in and a quorum was declared. 

* * * 

ARTICLE 5.  Town Bylaw - Rules of Order for Town Meeting - Proposed Rule 14 
Voted that the Town amend Article 1 of the Town Bylaws by adding thereto the following new Rule 14: 
 

14.  After 10:00 PM, and in the absence of a majority vote of Town Meeting so permitting, no 
motion under any article other than the article then under debate may be made. 

Action taken on 10/29/1997. 
 

ARTICLE 6.  Special Act - Nomination of Town Meeting Candidates 
Voted YES 91,  NO 63 that the Town  authorize the Select Board to petition the General Court for a 
Special Act to amend Section 4 of the Representative Town Meeting Act by deleting therefrom the 
words “not less than ten voters of the precinct in which the candidate resides”, such that the amended 
Article 5 reads as follows: 
 

Nomination of candidates for Town Meeting members to be elected under this act shall be made 
by nomination papers which shall bear no political designation, but to the name of a candidate for 
re-election may be added the words “Candidate for Re-election.”  Nomination papers shall be 
signed by at least one registered voter of the precinct in which the candidate resides and shall be 
filed with the Town Clerk at least 49 days before the election.  No nomination paper shall be 
valid in respect to any candidate whose written acceptance is not thereon or attached thereto 
when filed. 



 

Action taken on 10/29/1997. 

 

ARTICLE 7.  Special Act - Town Meeting Vacancies 
Voted that the Town authorize the Select Board to petition the General Court for a Special Act to amend 
Section 7 of the Representative Town Meeting Act as follows: 
 

Section 7.  In the event of any vacancy in the full number of elected town meeting members 

from any precinct, the town clerk shall, not less than thirty (30) days prior to the first 

special town meeting after October 1st but before December 31st, mail written notice of 

such vacancy to the remaining elected members of the precinct and shall publish said 

notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town,  Nomination papers to fill any 

vacant seat may be filed by any registered voter of the precinct with the town clerk until 

the eighth (8th) day following the date of publication .  The town clerk shall within seven 

(7) days thereafter certify the qualified candidates, mailing to the remaining town meeting 

members in the precinct a copy of such certification together with a written ballot 

identifying the qualified candidates and the number of vacancies to be filled.  The 

remaining town meeting members of the precinct shall, on or before the seventh (7th) day 

following said mailing, cause their ballots to be delivered to the town clerk in a sealed 

envelope.  On the first business day following said seventh (7th) day the town clerk shall 

open the envelopes at a duly noticed public meeting and shall certify the election of those 

with the largest number of votes, ties to be resolved by lot. 

 

In the event of any vacancy in the full number of elected town meeting members from any precinct 

which cannot be filled by means of the above mentioned procedure, the remaining elected members 

of the precinct may choose a successor from among the registered voters thereof.  Upon petition 
therefor, signed by not less than ten town meeting members from the precinct, or if the entire number of 
town meeting members from said precinct is less than eighteen, by a majority thereof, notice of any 
vacancy shall be made promptly to the remaining members from the precinct wherein the vacancy or 

vacancies exist by the town clerk, who shall call a special meeting of such members for the purpose of 

filling any vacancy.  The town clerk shall cause to be mailed to every such member, not less than five 
days before the time set for the meeting, a notice specifying the object, time and place of the meeting.  
At the said meeting a majority of the members from such precinct shall constitute a quorum, and they 

shall elect from their own number a chair and a clerk.  The election to fill such vacancy shall be by 

ballot and a majority of the votes cast shall be required for a choice.  The chair and clerk shall count the 
ballots and shall make a certificate of such election and forthwith file the same with the town clerk, 
together with a written acceptance by the member or members so elected, who shall be deemed elected 
and qualified as a town meeting member or members, subject to the right of all town meeting members 
to judge of the election and qualifications of the members as set forth in section three. 
 

Town meeting members elected pursuant to this section shall serve until the next annual town 

election. 

Action taken on 12/1/1997. 

 
ARTICLE 8.  Town Meeting Study Committee Recommendations 
Voted that the Town endorse the recommendations of the Town Meeting Study Committee listed in the 
memorandum dated October 6, 1997 under the heading:  The Election Process. 
 

The Election Process 
 
1.  Voted that the Moderator write a letter to those Town Meeting members who are absent from  50%  
or more of the sessions of the Annual Town Meeting or all of the Fall Town Meeting.  The letter will 
include a reminder of the obligations of being a Town Meeting member and an invitation to resign if the 
obligations cannot be met. (C) 
 
2.  Voted that the Town Clerk routinely notify members in a precinct when a vacancy occurs that cannot 
be filled by an election before the Fall Town Meeting or a special Town Meeting.  In addition, the Town 
Clerk shall initiate the process for filling the vacancy. (D) 
 
Voted unanimously that the Town endorse the recommendations of the Town Meeting Study Committee 
listed in the memorandum dated October 6, 1997 under the heading:  Preparation for Town Meeting. 

 

Preparation for Town Meeting 

 

1.  Voted that the school budget be organized and formatted the same way as the municipal budget.  (A) 



 

 
2.  Voted that the background material on zoning articles and by laws include the old laws or regulations 

as well as the proposed changes. (B)  
 
3.  Voted that the Select Board provide written commentary on warrant articles. (C) 
 
4.  Voted that when there is dissent within or between boards on an article, the written background 

material delineate the minority positions. (D) 
 
5.  Voted that all town committees and the public be routinely notified as the deadline for the submission 

of warrant articles approaches. (E) 
 
6.  Voted that a warrant preview session be instituted. (F) 
 
7.  Voted that an effort be made to provide newly elected Town Meeting members with information 

about the procedures, protocols, and customs of Town Meeting. (G) 
 
8.  Voted that the Moderator compile a list of capital items needed for the auditorium to properly 

accommodate Town Meeting.  The list will be given to the Joint Capital Planning Committee and to 
Town Meeting for their consideration. (H) 

 
9.  Voted that the tables with handouts be limited to items relevant to articles before Town Meeting.  

Each document shall be signed, dated and labeled with the article number.  New and old items are on 
separate tables.  All other material shall be placed on a table outside of the meeting room. (I) 

 
10.  Voted that selected town officials be present at the time Town Meeting is supposed to begin so that 

they can respond to questions from Town Meeting members and other citizens of Amherst until a 
quorum is present. (J) 

 
11.  Voted that a cadre of volunteers who are not Town Meeting members handle the sign-in process. 
(K) 
 

Conduct of Town Meeting 
 
1. DEFEATED.  (. . .that whenever an article or motion is available in written form and on the screen, it not be read 

unless there is legal necessity.)  (A) 
 

2. Voted that if the Moderator considers a question to be relevant to the debate, every effort be made to 
secure an answer. (B) 

 
3. DEFEATED.  (. . .that the Moderator appoint a parliamentarian who may only be appealed to by the moderator and at 

his or her sole discretion.)  (C) 
 

4. Voted that time limits on speakers be rigorously enforced.  (D) 
 
5. DEFEATED.  (. . . that presentations of articles by town boards not be used as an opportunity for the expression  of 

personal opinion.)  (E) 
 

6. Voted unanimously that Town Meeting members be encouraged to disclose points of personal 
interest when  they rise to speak on an issue.  (F) 

 
7. Voted that, except for initial presentations, board members seated at the front of the hall use the 

microphones on the tables to comment on articles. (C) 
 
8. Voted that municipal officials be seated in the front row when articles concerning their departments 

are under discussion.  (H) 
 
9. Voted that microphones be set up in the aisles so that there will not be a delay as speakers come to 

the front of the room.  (I) 
 
10. DEFEATED.  (. . . that after three consecutive statements on one side of an article, the Moderator call for a  speaker 

on the other side.  If none is forthcoming, the meeting proceeds to a vote.)  (J) 

 
11. Voted that the audible signal warning a speaker that he or she is approaching the end of the time 

limit be eliminated.  (K) 
Action taken on 10/29/1997. 



 

* * * 
10:40 p.m.  The meeting voted to adjourn to Monday, November 3, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 
of the Amherst Regional Middle School.  170 town meeting members had checked in.   

* * * 
The adjourned session of Monday, November 3, 1997 was called to order by the moderator at 7:45 p.m.  
131 town meeting members were checked in and a quorum was declared.  The order of articles was 
stated as follows:  Articles 16, 17, 18, 19, & 20, followed by article 7, then articles 9-15. 
 

ARTICLE 9.  Transfer of Funds - Unpaid Bills 

Voted unanimously that the Town appropriate and transfer $2,341.47 from Free Cash in the Unreserved 
Fund Balance of the General Fund to pay unpaid bills of a previous fiscal year. 
Action taken on 12/1/97. 
 

ARTICLE 10.  Loans for Failed Septic Systems 
Voted unanimously that the Town appropriate and transfer $200,000 for the repair and/or reconstruction 
of septic systems for the subsurface disposal of sanitary waste and to meet such appropriation authorize 
borrowing $200,000 from the State Revolving Fund in accordance with Chapter 111, § 127B 1/2. 
Action taken on 12/1/97. 
 

ARTICLE 11.  Abandonment of Sewer Easement - University Drive 
Voted unanimously that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen in their capacity as Sewer 
Commissioners to issue an appropriate deed for no monetary consideration to the Slobody Development 
Corporation or their assigns for an abandoned sanitary sewer easement within property owned by that 
corporation or their assigns off the west side of University Drive. 
Action taken on 12/1/97. 
 

ARTICLE 12.  Sewer Extension - Sewer Fund - Baker Street 
Voted that the Town appropriate $50,000 to extend an 8-inch sanitary sewer line approximately 570 feet 
on Baker Street and to meet such appropriation transfer $50,000 from the Sewer Fund Surplus. 
Action taken on 12/1/97. 
 

ARTICLE 13.  Watershed Land Acquisition - Water Fund - Houston Property 
Voted unanimously that the Town 
 
(1) appropriate $52,500 for the acquisition of approximately 66 acres of property located on West 

Pelham Road in Shutesbury, known as the Houston purchase, bounded and described as follows 
(see legal description attached), for conservation purposes and for watershed protection 
purposes; and meet said appropriation as follows:  (a) transfer $42,500 from the Water Fund 
Surplus, (b) accept a $5,000 donation from the Kestrel Trust together with $2,000 already paid by 
the Kestrel Trust as a down payment toward the purchase, and (c) accept $3,000 from the 
Shutesbury Conservation Fund; 

 
(2) authorize the receipt of grant funds from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts “Self-Help 

Program” (Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 132A, Section 11) toward the project and 
authorize the Conservation Commission to enter into an agreement or contract with the 
Commonwealth under said program; 

 
(3) authorize the Conservation Commission to manage and control said property in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 8(C); and 
 
(4) allocate the projected $36,750 in Self-Help reimbursement funds as follows:  $32,650 to 

reimburse the Water Fund Surplus; $2,000 to reimburse the Kestrel Trust; and $2,100 to 
reimburse the Shutesbury Conservation Fund. 

Action taken on 12/1/97. 
 

ARTICLE 14.  Street Acceptances - Amherst Woods, Hedgerow Lane and Arbor Way 
Voted that the Town establish as town ways and accept the layouts as Town ways of the following 
streets or any of them, or portions thereof, as laid out by the Board of Selectmen on or before October 
24, 1997 and to authorize said Board to take by eminent domain, purchase, or otherwise acquire any fee, 
easement or other interest in land necessary therefor, no appropriation being required. 
 
OLD FARM ROAD 
Being a street of variable width, beginning at the south end of Old Farm Road (a 1975 Town Way); 
thence running southerly and westerly to a point in the center-of the layout that is located N 64 39’20” E 
a distance of 249.87 feet from the northeasterly line of the New London and Northern Railroad right-of-



 

way; including Drain Easements 1 and 2; all as shown in Plan Book 156 Pages 75, 76 and 77 as recorded 
in the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds. 
 
WOODLOT ROAD 
Being a street of variable width, beginning at the north end of Woodlot Road (a 1991 Town Way) at 
station 0-60.12 and running northwesterly about 3515 feet to a flared end at Old Farm Road; including 
drainage easements over lots 7, 15, 20, 32, 35 and 36; including a revised drainage easements over lots 
39 and 40 (reference Plan Book 165 Page 125; including a sewer easement over lot 42 and a pedestrian 
trail easement over lots 41, 42 and 43; all as shown in Plan Book 139 Page 8, Plan Book 156 Page 77 
and Plan Book 169 Pages 82 and 83 as recorded in the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds. 
 
WILDFLOWER DRIVE 
Being a street of variable width, beginning at the northwest end of Wildflower Drive (a 1991 Town 
Way) at station 35+64.13; thence running northwesterly about 1991 feet to a flared end at Old Farm 
Road; including drain easements on lots 153 and 154, and Drainage Easement #3 (1499 square feet more 
or less); all as shown in Plan Book 139 Page 7 and Plan Book 156 Pages 75 and 76 as recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of Deeds. 
 
HEDGEROW LANE 
Being a street of variable width, beginning at the west line of North East Street (a public way); thence 
running westerly about 1070 feet into a cul-de-sac; including a 30 foot wide walking easement of 5445 
square feet and a 20 foot wide sanitary sewer easement over lot 10 of 2900 square feet; all as shown in 
Plan Book 160 Pages 66 and 67 as recorded in the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds. 
 
ARBOR WAY 
Being a street of variable width, beginning at the west line of North East Street (a public way); thence 
running westerly about 947 feet into a cul-de-sac; including a drain easement of 5994 square feet over 
the common area, a drain easement of 5191 square feet over Lot 1, and a 30 foot wide walking easement 
of 5855 square feet over common area; all as shown in Plan Book 160 Pages 68 and 69 as recorded in 
the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds. 
Action taken on 12/1/97. 
 

ARTICLE 15.  Economic Opportunity Areas 

Requested the Town designate the following areas as Economic Opportunity Areas (EOAs), as provided 
under M.G.L. Chapter 23A, Sections 3A-3H, for a term of not more than twenty (20) years, for the 
purpose of providing property tax relief to certified projects located within the EOA, in the form of Tax 
Increment Financing and/or Special Tax Assessment.) 
 
A) DEFEATED.  YES 62, NO 63.   (The EOA, to be called the “Belchertown Road EOA,” to include those portions 

of the following properties which fall within the Professional Research Park (PRP) zoning district and are shown on the 
Official Tax Maps as:  18C-001-020, 18C-24, 18C-26, 18D-2, 18D-38, 18D-001-051, 18D-52, 18D-96, 18D-98.) 

Action taken on 12/1/97. 
B)   DEFEATED.  (The EOA, to be called the “Meadow Street EOA,” to include those portions of the following property 

which falls within the Light Industrial (LI) zoning district and is shown on the Official Tax Maps as parcel  4D-8.) 

Action taken on 12/1/97. 
 

ARTICLE 16.  (Resolution - Parking, Traffic & Environmental Plan to Benefit Amherst Business & 

Community Interests in the Downtown Area) 

Voted “RESOLUTION - PARKING, TRAFFIC & ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN TO BENEFIT 
AMHERST BUSINESS & COMMUNITY INTERESTS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA 
 
WHEREAS, both business and community interests would be better served by improved management of 
the existing supply of parking spaces within the downtown area -- as well as by relief from traffic 
congestion; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Amherst Town Meeting hereby strongly urges the Select Board, to schedule 
-- an open & public process -- with all due deliberate speed -- whereby a new comprehensive parking, 
traffic & environmental protection plan is developed and implemented to benefit all Amherst businesses 
and citizens throughout the downtown area. 
 
It is recommended that the Select Board include the following for consideration. 
 
1.  Integrating any significant parking expansion within the upcoming “Visioning Process” and its 

resulting “Amherst Master Plan” -- so that Town Meeting clearly understands the underlying 



 

relationship between the scale of its parking plant and the “yet-to-be-decided” scale of future 
development. 

 
2.  Multi-site Parking Facilities which emphasize increased “turnover” of cars in existing surface spaces 

under municipal management. 
 
3.  Leveraging a commitment with owners of private downtown parking lots to put --their supply of 

under-utilized parking spaces -- under a cooperative private/municipal management agreement to 
optimize the use and turnover of all available parking spaces for everyone’s benefit. 

 
4.  Introduction of permit-controlled, “long-term”, clearly-marked parking spaces for residents & 

business employees on streets surrounding the downtown to “free up” more central downtown 
parking for shoppers -- without installation of added meters on residential streets where a majority of 
residents and property owners oppose such metering. 

 
5.  Revised regulations for special permits which now exempt several hundred privileged motorists from 

paying any meter fees or observing any parking time limits. 
 
6.  Enforced time limits to optimize “turnover” within clearly-marked parking zones. 
 
7.  Workable truck deliveries that will not negatively impact businesses, bicyclists or pedestrians -- nor 

contribute to traffic congestion. 
 
8.  Administration of Amherst parking so that all of the dozens of interrelated functions within several 

town departments can be efficiently and centrally coordinated. 
 
9.  More mobile-oriented enforcement of parking regulations utilizing state-of-the-art, hand-held 

computers that can automatically issue violation notices. 
 
10.  Revision of schedule for parking fines & penalties plus improved collection methods. 
 
11.  Parking data collection to serve the interests of future planning. 
 
12.  Improved scheduling of major seasonal events impacting downtown. 
 
13.  Origin & destination studies for development of plan to relieve and prevent downtown traffic 

congestion. 
 
14.  Air quality & environmental assessment to determine potential site-specific “triggers” for asthma 

and other health threats. 
 
15.  Pedestrian interests including:  improved walking access to Bangs Community Center from North 

Pleasant Street...better-defined, better-lit and safer walkways throughout the downtown 
area...longer-term “walk” signals at street intersections...crosswalk improvements for safety 
purposes. 

 
16.  Clearly-scheduled bicycling improvements to allow safe and efficient passage throughout the 

downtown area. 
 
17.  Public transportation that answers the need for short and medium range trips to and from areas 

surrounding the downtown which now demand the use of motor vehicles. 
 
18.  Simpler, more uniform, more attractive downtown signs for both traffic control as well as parking 

locations.” 
Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
 

ARTICLE 17. Downtown Parking Action Plan 
Request that the town adopt the following parking garage-neutral, comprehensive parking action plan for 
downtown Amherst by voting: 
 

Administrative Action 

Al.  Voted YES, 123,  NO 69, to refer to the Town Manager.   (. . .request that the  town manager designate a 

town employee as Amherst Parking Coordinator . . . )4 

Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
 



 

A2.  Voted unanimously to DISMISS.  (. . . the town  manager provide. . . a written report on parking meter repair and 

maintenance . . . .) 

Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
 

A3.   Voted YES 136,  NO 53 to refer to the Parking Commission.  (. . .Select Board promulgate regulations 

authorizing and directing the town manager to develop and implement . . .a permit system . . .) 

Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
 

A4.  Voted to refer to the Finance Committee.  (. . . establish a Downtown Improvement Fund . . ..) 

Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
 

A5.   Voted unanimously to refer to the Planning Board.  (. . . amend the Zoning By law Section 5.015, Garaging 

or Parking of Motor Vehicles . . . .) 

Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
 

Parking Facility Land Acquisition 
 
B1.  DEFEATED.  (. . . acquire from the Amherst Redevelopment Authority for parking, pedestrian, and other municipal 

purposes . . . the tracts of land known as Parcels 60, 333, 224, and 285 of Map 14A of the Town Cadastre located in 
Boltwood Walk . . .) 

Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
 
B2.  DEFEATED.   (. . .  acquire from Mauro Aniello  . . . the tract of land known as Parcel 46 of Map 14A of the Town 

Cadastre located in Boltwood Walk and comprising 10,000 square feet more or less,) 

Action taken on 11/3/1997. 
* * * 

10:15 p.m..  The meeting voted to adjourn to Wednesday, November 5, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of the Amherst Regional Middle School.  207 town meeting members were checked in. 

* * * 
The adjourned session of  Wednesday, November 5, 1997 was called to order by the moderator at 7:45 
p.m.  125 town meeting members were checked in.  Peter Kitchell made a motion  at 8:17 p.m. on 
November 5th to postpone article 19, gave his report, others spoke about the garage and the discussion 
continued for 2 hours. 

* * * 
10:10 p.m.  The meeting voted to adjourn to Wednesday, November 12, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of the Amherst Regional Middle School.  201 town meeting members had checked in. 

* * * 
The adjourned session of Wednesday, November 12, 1997 was called to order by the moderator at 7:38 
p.m.    125 town meeting members checked in and a quorum was declared.  At 7:45 p.m. it was voted to 
postpone further consideration of article 17 until disposition of article 20 and prior to further 
consideration of article 7. 

* * * 
10:36 p.m.  The meeting voted to adjourn to Monday, November 17, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of the Amherst Regional Middle School.  204 town meeting members had checked in. 

* * * 
The adjourned session of Monday, November 17, 1997 was called to order by the moderator at 7:42 p.m.  
125 town meeting members were checked in and a quorum was declared. 

* * * 
10:10 p.m.  The meeting voted to adjourn to Wednesday, November 19, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of the Amherst Regional Middle School.  207 town meeting members had checked in. 

* * * 
The adjourned session of November 19, 1997 was called to order by the moderator at 7:37 p.m.  125 
town meeting members were checked in and a quorum was declared. 

* * * 
B3.  DEFEATED.  (. . . to acquire from Jones properties Trust . . . land . . . located at the southeast corner of Amity and 

South Prospect Streets. . . .)  

 Action taken on 11/19/1997. 
* * * 

10:05 p.m..  The meeting voted to adjourn to Monday, December 1, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 
of the Amherst Regional Middle School.  197 town meeting members were checked in. 

* * * 
The adjourned session of  Monday, December 1, 1997 was called to order by the moderator at 7:45 p.m.  
134 town meeting members were checked in and a quorum was declared. 
 

Metering Additional Downtown Streets and Parking Lots 

 



 

C1.  Voted unanimously to DISMISS.  (. . .$7,500 to design a plan/Amity Street public parking lot) 

 Action taken on 12/1/1997. 

  

C2.  Voted unanimously to DISMISS.  (.. . . appropriate $7,500 from Parking Meter Fund for the purpose of installing 

parking meters on the land described in section B2 above.) 

 Action taken on 12/1/1997. 
 
C3. Voted that the Town appropriate $28,500 from the Parking Meter Receipts Account for the 

purchase of parking meters to be installed on Boltwood Avenue, Churchill Street, Hallock Street 
between North Pleasant Street and Pease Place, and on such other public ways as the Select Board 
shall by their public hearing determine, with the operation of said meters on the named streets to 
begin no earlier than 9 am and end no later than 5 p.m., and that all meter fees be set at $.25/hour or 
less. 
Action taken on 12/1/1997. 

 
C4. Voted YES 76, NO 66 that the Town appropriate $7,500 from the Parking Meter Receipts Account 

to design a plan to improve Spring Street between Boltwood Avenue and Churchill Street to allow 
parking meters to be safely and effectively installed and operated. 
Action taken on 12/1/1997. 

 
C5. Voted that the Town appropriate $2,500 from the Parking Meter Receipts Account for larger, more 

visible signs to direct visitors and the public to Amherst Center parking facilities. 
Action taken on 12/1/1997. 

 

ARTICLE 18. Exchange of Real Property - Amity Street 

Voted to DISMISS.  (. . .Town convey to D.H. Jones Trust a portion of Parcel 215 of Map 14A of the Town Cadastre 

located on Amity Street in return for Parcel 216 and a portion of Parcel 214 of Map 14A located on South Prospect and 
Amity Streets, the acquisition of said parcels for public parking and other municipal purposes.) 

Action taken on 12/1/1997. 
 

ARTICLE 19. Parking Garage 

Voted YES 135 NO 57 (Tally Vote) 
A.  That the Town raise and appropriate, subject to a guarantee of 75% reimbursement (max. $3 million) 
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts $4,000,000 for construction of a two-level parking garage (one 
underground level and one surface level), but designed so as to accommodate a third, above ground level 
in the future if separately approved by Town Meeting; vehicular and pedestrian ways, incorporating 
significant public, pedestrian space; and for other municipal purposes in Boltwood Walk; for the 
acquisition of land and easements necessary for the construction of said garage, and to meet such 
appropriation the Treasurer be authorized to borrow $4,000,000 in accordance with M.G.L. Chap. 44, 
Section 7, Clause 3A, and further to authorize the application for and acceptance of any gifts, bequests, 
or grants from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or otherwise and further to authorize the Treasurer 
to borrow in anticipation of reimbursement for said grants. 
 
B.  That the Town authorize the acquisition from the Amherst Redevelopment Authority or its successor 
by eminent domain, purchase, gift or otherwise, of Parcels 60, 333, 224, and 285 of Map 14A of the 
Town Cadastre, located in Boltwood Walk and comprising 22,000 square feet more or less, for parking, 
pedestrian, and other municipal purposes. 
 
C.  That the Town authorize the acquisition from Mauro Aniello or their successor by eminent domain, 
purchase, gift or otherwise, of the easterly portion of Parcel 46 of Map 14A of the Town Cadastre, 
located in Boltwood Walk and comprising of 10,000 square feet more or less, for parking, pedestrian, 
and other municipal purposes. 
Action taken on 11/19/1997. 
 

ARTICLE  20. Boltwood Place 

DEFEATED.  YES 95 NO 100 (Tally Vote)  (. . .Town appropriate, subject to a guarantee of a $3,000,000 

reimbursement by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, $4,800,000 for design and construction of a parking garage . . . 
  
B. (. . .Town authorize the acquisition from the Amherst Redevelopment Authority . . .  Parcels 60, 333, 224, and 285 of Map 
14A. 
 
C.  (. . . Town authorize the acquisition from Mauro and Claire Aniello, , , of the easterly portion of Parcel 46 of Map 14A . . 
.for parking. . .) 

Action taken on 11/17/1997. 
 
The business of the warrant having been completed the meeting voted to dissolve at 10:45 p.m.  153 
town meeting members had checked in. 



 

 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Cornelia D. Como 
Town Clerk 
 


